All Means All Declaration

We, the ____________________________________________________________ United Methodist Church, together with other congregations of the __________________________________________________ Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, declare our support for the Constitutional Amendment to Paragraph Four, Article IV, of the United Methodist Constitution that includes all people in the life, leadership, and rites of our church.

Believing ALL MEANS ALL, our congregation welcomes persons of all ages, races, ethnicities, sexual orientations, gender identities, economic conditions, marital status, mental or physical abilities to attend, join, and participate fully in the life of our congregation.  Such belief advances our United Methodist mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world by applying the three simple rules:  Do no harm, do good, stay in love with God.

Affirmed __________________________________________________________







(date)

By ________________________________________________________________



(for example, Ad Council, congregational voice vote, Outreach committee)

Contact ____________________________________________________________






(print name of contact person)

__________________________________________________________

(contact person’s phone, email, and/or mailing address)

Background.  On May 2, 2008, at a session of the General Conference of The United Methodist Church held in Fort Worth TX, the following constitutional amendment was made by a recorded vote of 558 Yes and 276 No.  The proposed amendment will be presented to Annual Conferences in 2009.  Amended Paragraph 4, Article IV of the Constitution as follows (bold text is added; strike-out text is deleted from current language):

Inclusiveness of the Church – 

The United Methodist Church is a part of the church universal, which is one Body in Christ.  The United Methodist Church acknowledges that all persons are of sacred worth and that we are in ministry to all.  All persons shall be eligible to attend its worship services, participate in its programs, receive the sacraments, and upon baptism be admitted as baptized members.  All persons, upon taking vows declaring the Christian faith and relationship in Jesus Christ, shall be eligible to become professing members in any local church in the connection.  In the United Methodist Church no conference or other organizational unit of the Church shall be structured so as to exclude any member or any constituent body of the Church because of race, color, national origin, status or economic condition.
# # #
When signed, send this Declaration to:  Reconciling Ministries Network, 3801 North Keeler Avenue, Chicago IL 60641-3007.

